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Burundi 


Twelve Killed in Search for Kidnapped Tutsis 


EA2504115595 Bujumbura ABP in French 0915 GMT 
25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 25 April (ABP)}—A 
police source has reported that at least 12 people, among 
them two soldiers, were killed on the morning of 25 April 
in the exclusively Hutu district of Kamenge, during a 
search operation for five young people kidnapped on 
Monday [24 April] from the Cibitoke area of the city, a 
Tutsi district which neighbors Kamenge. The Kamenge 
District is located in northern Bujumbura. The five 
young people, who were described as members of Sans 
Echec, an armed Tutsi militia group, were kidnapped at 
around 1500 on Monday by Hutu elements, and were 
then spirited off in the direction of Kamenge. 


The Army immediately launched a search for them, but 
they had still not been found by the early hours of the 
morning. 


The deployment of the security forces in this Hutu 
district on Tuesday morning provoked exchanges of fire 
between the security forces and armed Hutu militia 
groups from Kamenge. 


According to the same police source, the five kidnapped 
youths are said to have been taken to one of the people’s 
prisons [prisons populaires] in Kamenge, which leaves 
little hope that they are still alive. 


Chinese Nationals Injured in Kamenge Operation 


EA2504 163395 Bujumbura ABP in French 1305 GMT 
25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 25 April (ABP)— 
Two people, including one soldier, were killed today, 
Tuesday, in Kamenge, a [Hutu-dominated] working- 
class area in northern Bujumbura. The two died during 
an operation to recover money stolen on Saturday [22 
April] from the house of Chinese technical cooperation 
experts at the Bujumbura textile complex, the national 
radio reported in its midday news bulletin. 


The theft of the money—the amount of which still 
remains unknown—left one soldier dead and three Chi- 
nese nationals wounded. 


The Chinese ambassador to Burundi, when he was 
received on Monday by the Burundian minister of 
external relations and cooperation, strongly protested 
against the armed robbery of Chinese nationals. 


Armed Men Set Cibitoke Offices on Fire 


EA2504204895 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1745 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] In spite of the nationwide 
campaign for peace, it appears thai some people of the 
province of Cibitoke don’t want to hear nothing about 


peace. 
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Last night, and for the second consecutive day, armed 
men have put on fire the office of the communal admin- 
istration of Murwi [west of Cibitoke]. The office was 
totally destroyed and all the properties and documents in 
that office were also set on fire. 


That was the third government office to be destroyed in 
two days: the communal offices of Mugina and (Buse- 
ruko) in the same province of Cibitoke were seriously 
damaged the previous night. 


Gabon 


Council Supports Banned Papers; Debre Comments 


AB2604080395 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1830 
GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Gabon is still going through the 
aftermath of the Smalto affair. The National Communi- 
cations Council today rejected the interior minister’s 
decision to suspend the publication of LE BUCHERON 
and LA GRIFFE, two pro-opposition newspapers. The 
Council thinks that the minister’s petition, accusing the 
two papers of a serious breach of the peace for publishing 
French newspaper reports portraying Gabon’s President 
Omar Bongo in a negative light, was unfounded. LA 
GRIFFE and LE BUCHERON can, therefore, resume 
normal publication. 


Concerning the same affair, French Cooperation Min- 
ister Michel Debre this evening commented on allega- 
tions that President Omar Bongo is HIV-positive. Mr. 
Debre categorically denied this, and in his capacity as a 
doctor, he condemned what he terms the French media’s 
defamatory campaign against President Omar Bongo. 
He granted an exclusive interview to Africa No. | with 
Mohammed Youssouffou Saliou in Paris: 


[Begin recording] [Debre] There are two points. First, on 
the part of France, I find it unacceptable that French 
newspapers should publish certain reports which are not 
only false, but unverifiable, on anybody’s serological 
state. I find it unacceptable, and I agree with a lot of 
Gabonese on that: It was an appalling act on the part of 
a certain number of French journalists. However, France 
is a country where journalists, fortunately, are entirely 
free. The second point is that I was the only one who 
defended President Bongo on behalf of the French 
Government. I defended him publicly on a morning 
radio program, and | continued to do so on other radio 
programs in France. I spoke my m.nd about that kind of 
attitude, as well as what I thought of Mr. Bongo. I said 
that I could even vouch for his state of health. I therefore 
do not quite understand the attitude of Gabon because 
the French Government had reacted to the situation. I 
reacted alone, but I did so in agreement with the prime 
minister and the interior minister. The accusation that 
France did not react to the reports is not correct. 
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{Saliou] Mr. Minister, the main question that Africans 
are asking themselves now is that you were in contact 
with President Bongo and he had reportedly sent you 
certain medical documents. Could you confirm to us 
now that President Bongo is not HIV-positive? 


[Debre] I do not have to do that. I firmly believe that he 
is not HIV-positive. That is my firm belief. He has sent 
me tests and he even suggested he would take a test in the 
presence of everyone. Therefore, my firm belief is that he 
is not HIV-positive. You must understand what I am 
saying. I am also a doctor, and I do not have to reveal the 
documents that he sent me. I have them, and if he 
wanted to, as he has indicated, he could undergo a test. 
I find it appalling on the part of the internatio.al 
community, and the media in particular, to have sug- 
gested or mentioned that he was probably HIV-positive. 
I find that appalling. President Bongo knows that I 
defended him, and I continue to do so. I know that he is 
not HIV-positive and now I think the case is closed. [end 
recording] 


Rwanda 


Ambassador Benon: French Supplying Weapons 


MB2504 161495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1548 
GMT 25 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Johannesburg April 25 
SAPA—Rwanda’s ambassador to South Africa, Dr 
Karenzi Benon, on Tuesday [25 April] accused the 
international community, and especially non- 
government organisations [NGO's], of conspiracy and 
not helping to end his country’s refugee problem. 


“We have been appealing to the international commu- 
nity to help us dismantle the (refugee) camps so that the 
people can return to their villages to plant crops,” he told 
a press conference in Johannesburg. “The militias and 
ex-soldiers are not only training and rearming them- 
selves (in the refugee camps), but there seems to be some 
complacency within the international community in this 
regard.” If they had heeded the call for assistance, “last 
weekend's tragedy could have been avoided,” Dr Benon 
said, referring to Saturday’s [22 April] massacre in 
which, according to news reports, at least 2,000 people 
were butchered, allegedly by government troops. 


No member country of the United Nations Security 
Council had sent troops to Rwanda when the appeal was 
originally made. Instead, NGOs were assisting ex- 
soldiers and militia holed up in refugee camps by sup- 
plying arms and training. They were also “telling people 
in camps (in Zaire) not to return to Rwanda”. Citing 
“documentary evidence from Zaire.” he said: “Some 
NGOs have been part and parcel of the problems in the 
camps. (The militia) are using them as conduits.” “Per- 
sonaliti ”° within the French Government “are behind 
these activities.” 
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He declined to name the organisations involved, but did 
accuse individuals in South Africa, France and Egypt of 
being involved in “supplying arms and training”. ““We 
are in possession of 400 names of people in the camps 
and perpetrating violence. The militia is holding inno- 
cent people against their will.”’ [passage omitted] 


UN Envoy Reports Arms Found in Kibeho Camp 


EA2504203795 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 1145 
GMT 25 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] This morning the UN spe- 
cial envoy to Rwanda, Ambassador Shaharyar Khan, 
held a press conference at the UNAMIR [UN Assistance 
Mission in Rwanda] headquarters in Kigali. [passage 
omitted]. 


[Begin Khan recording] I understand in Kibeho 38 arms 
were captured from the camp as a whole. Of course, the 
people who are in this medical center who have arms, we 
do not know how many, and it’s only after the solution of 
the problem that we will be able to see how many arms 
are there. But already 38 arms have been (?captured). 
[end recording] 


When questioned about the misleading information on 
the number of dead people during the repatriation pro- 
cess last week, Ambassador Khan said he did not wish to 
play the numbers game but emphasized that UNAMIR 
still maintains the figure of 2,000 as broadcast on foreign 
radios last Sunday [23 April]. He however said that at 
1530 this afternoon, there is going to be a meeting 
between RPA [Rwandan Patriotic Army] and UNAMIR 
representatives to discuss how they both came to con- 
clude on the figures of those dead. 


Asked by a journalist if the date of the repatriation of 
IDP’s [intern displaced people] was agreed upon by both 
UNAMIR and the Government of Rwanda, Ambassador 
Khan responded as follows: 


[Begin Khan recording] The position is that, as you 
know, we have had Operation Retour [Return] operating 
since 28 December [1994]. Operation Retour related to 
the return of IDP’s, at that time over 350,000 in this 
region. 


Up to a point, Operation Retour went well and we saw 
about 150,000 people going out voluntarily from their 
camps. But then it came almost to a halt, not quite, but 
certainly a trickle. And our effort was to revive Opera- 
tion Retour so that people leave the camps voluntarily. 
We knew that the government here wanted to close them 
as early as possible because they saw these camps as 
hotbeds, a sanctuary for people who, they consider, were 
destabilizing, who were using grenades and other arms to 
destabilize the situation. 


So, in view of the fact that there was an attempt by the 
government to close these camps as early as possible, we 
did engage in discussions with the government. And we 
did so in the (71OC) and there were several points on 
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which there was agreement in detail and, as a result, it is 
right to say that there were consultations between us on 
this issue. What the president himself said yesterday was 
that there was no consultation on when this operation 
was launched. It was launched on 18 April without 
consultation with us. It was a decision taken unilaterally 
by the government and therefo-e at that point, there was 
no consultation. So I hope I have made myself clear. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


U.S. Official: Government Did Not Plan Massacre 


EA2504210095 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 1600 
GMT 25 Apr 95 


[From the “News in Brief”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Today, at the office of the 
president of the Republic, His Excellency Pasteur Biz- 
imungu. the head of state, received the U.S. undersecre- 
tary of state for African affairs, George Moose. 


Their taik:: were on the problems being experienced by 
Rwanda, problems like those of justice and refugees. On 
the recent events of Kibeho, the U.S. undersecretary of 
state declared that what happened was sad, but, for him, 
was not planned by the Rwandan Government. 


‘Evicted’ Hutus Hide Out; Returnees Beaten 
AB2504181795 Paris AFP in English 1755 GMT 25 Apr 95 


{By Annie Thomas and Jean-Pierre Campagne] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Kigali. April 25 (AFP)—Tens of 
thousands of Hutus evicted from camps in southwest 
Rwanda after a massacre hid out in the hills Tuesday [25 
April] despite wounds and lack of food, terrified by the fate 
awaiting those returning to their home villages. Some 
100,000 did make it home, according to a village-by-village 
count made public by UN Special Representative Shaharyar 
Khan, but in Geneva UN refugee spokesman Ron Redmond 
said at least nine had been killed on their return. 


? lief workers said 10 to 20 percent of the returnees were 
be:ng thrown into village lock-ups and that civilians were 
throwing stones at others and beating them with sticks. 


Secours catholique (Caritas-France) said Tutsi families 
who had taken over refugees’ houses and farms were 
attacking them on their return. 


Redmond said that in one village 1,100 Hutus were 
packed into a bank building that could hold about 500. 


Soldiers were forcing their way aboard trucks taking the 
refugees home to divert them to screening centres to 
arrest those suspected of atrocities during last year’s civil 
war and send them to join 30,000 other suspects in 
overcrowded jails, aid agency workers said. 


Many of the refugees had not eaten for five or six days, 
they added, and were abandoning possessions along the 
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roads. Relief workers were meanwhile picking up hun- 
dreds of orphans and young children separated from 
their parents amidst panic and flight. 


A hard core of Hutus accompanied by women and 
children—some 2,000 people in all—remained holed up 
in buildings at the Kibeho camp massacre site. UN 
military observers and Red Cross officials were pleading 
with the army, dominated totally by Tutsis, not to blow 
up the buildings or storm them. The soldiers, who said 
there were snipers among the Hutus, set several ultima- 
tums, but continued to hold off. 


As condemnation and calls for probes and punishment 
poured in from around the worl’ the United Nations 
stuck obstinately to a revised death toll of 2,000 at 
Kibeho on Saturday, when soldiers used mortars, 
machine guns, rocket-propelled grenades, rifles and bay- 
onets against massed refugees, who also trampled each 
other to death in the ensuing panic. 


The new figure, which the UN Assistance Mission in 
Rwanda said was based on “a more scientific count” but 
was attributed by relief officials in Geneva to pressure 
from the Rwandan government, came after UN troops 
said they counted 4,000 to 5,000 bodies without cov- 
ering the entire camp. [passage omitted] 


The army, made up of former rebels who won a savage 
three-month civil war last year in which Hutu extremists 
slaughtered more than half-a-million men, women and 
children, have evicted some 250,000 Hutus from the 
nine camps in the area since the weekend, ordering all to 
return to their homes. 


But Bernard Lapeyre, head of mission for Medecins sans 
Frontieres (MSF), said half the refugees from Kibeho, a 
camp which had a population of some 130,000, were 
hiding in the hills, unaccompanied children among 
them. “When we stop along the roads, they start to come 
out from cover after a while to ask for aid,” he said. 


Secours catholique blamed the UN soldiers present at 
Kibeho during the massacre for “not wanting or not 
being able to intervene,” but no statesman suggested 
reinforcing the 5,500-strong UN force or sending in 
other troops to prevent further massacres. 


French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe said Monday that 
the United Nations was appealing to the big powers 
because it did not iiave the means to increase the force, 
but that no government was responding. 


Some two million Hutus have been living in camps in Zaire, 
Tanzania and Burundi since the end of the war last July, and 
refugee officials are bracing for a new outflow despite border 
closures by Tanzania and Burundi. 


Fears were mounting meanwhile that the massacre 
would further destabilise neighbouring Burundi, where 
the population mix is the same as it was in Rwanda 
before the war—-85 percent Hutu and 14 percent Tutsi, 
and where clashes or massacres are reported every few 
days. [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-080 


{ EAST AFRICA 26 April 1995 
Kenya Opposition MP Mungai Granted Unconditional 


President Moi Criticizes Human Rights Groups 


EA2404223495 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting Corporation 
Network in English 1300 GMT 24 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi today criticized human rights organiza- 
tions for employing double standards when dealing with 
human rights issues in Kenya. President Moi observed that 
human rights organizations have made a habit of attacking 
the Kenya Government on human righis violations when 
the situation in a number of countries in the region was 
pathetic. The president wondered why Kenya should be 
criticized by such organizations when wanton killing of 
innocent people is taking place unabaied in countries such 
as Rwanda and Liberia. President Moi once again empha- 
sized the need for the international community to identify 
the root causes of the genocide in countries such as 
Rwanda. He recalled that the Rwanda massacre took place 
soon after a group of people from a neighboring country 
invaded Rwanda. President Moi was speaking at Ng’in- 
yang trading center in Baringo District during a mammoth 
public rally 


President Moi stressed that all human beings, irrespec- 
tive of the countries they come from, have a right to life 
and peace, and urged human rights organizations to 
focus their attention in those countries that have denied 
their peoples a chance to live in peace. 


President Moi noted that Africans have to be very 
careful with the concept of multipartyism, saying that 
pluralism had brought with it hatred and intense trib- 
alism, which has caused civil strife in many parts of the 
continent. [passage omitted] 


Minister on British MP’s ‘Interference’ 


EA2304161795 Nairobi KTN Television Network in 
English 1000 GMT 23 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Information and Broadcasting 
Minister Johnstone Makau has hit out at two British 
members of Parliament for tabling a motion criticizing 
Kenya’s democratization process in the House of Com- 
mons. 


Addressing a fund’s drive in Nthunguni trading center in 
Kibwezi, .he minister termed the MPs’ actions as 
myopic and wondered how the two would comprehend 
the political changes taking place in Kenya. Former 
Liberal Democrat [leader] Sir David Steel and Labor MP 
Tony Worthington’s motion on Kenya was defeated with 
only 18 members voting for it. 


Makau reminded the two that Kenya was a sovereign 
state and would not entertain interference in her internal 
affairs. 


EA2104215995 Nairobi KTN Television Network in 
English 1800 GMT 21 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] After three months in police 
custody, Molo MP Njenga Mungai was today finally 
granted unconditional bail by a Nakuru Court. The 
FORD [Forum for the Restoration of Democracy]-Asili 
legislator, who faces sedition charges of inviting warfare 
against members of the Kalenjin community, was 
released on his own bond of 200,000 shillings by Nakuru 
Chief Magisirate William Tuiyot. The order was issued 
after his lawyers Paul Muite, Kiraitu Murungi, and 
Mirugi Kariuki said he required specialized treatment in 
Europe. The Rift Valley state counse!, Oriri Onyango, 
did not oppose the bail application this time. The 
prosecutor said [that] after reading a medical report 
produced by Muite he concluded that Mungai should be 
allowed bail on humanitarian and medical grounds. 


The magistrate warned Mungai against calling a press 
conference while in Europe to discuss the trial, which is 
yet to begin. Mungai is currently at the MP Shah 
Hospital in Nairobi. 


The lawyer told the court that upon his discharge 
Mungai wiil organize a harambee [fund raising meeting] 
to raise the funds required for his treatment overseas. 


Mungai, Nakuru Town MP, Dr. Lwali Oyondi, Nakuru 
East legislator Francis Wanyange, and three others were 
arrested on 15 January at Mai Mahiu, where they had 
gone during the aftermath of ethnic warfare that killed 


10 people. 
Tanzania 


Exiled Rwandans Form Pro-Repatriation Party 


EA2304170095 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
External Service in English 1800 GMT 22 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Reports that exiled Rwan- 
dans have formed a political party to work for the return 
of some 2 million refugees who fled Rwanda’s killing 
fields last year are most welcome. 


The move is welcome as it comes a few days after the 
signing in Dar es Salaam of a tripartite agreement on 
voluntary repatriation of Rwandan refugees from Tan- 
zania, one of the host countries of the two million 
refugees. Tanzania has about 650,000 Rwandan refu- 
gees. Zaire is the other neighboring country with 
Rwandan refugees estimated at nearly | million. To 
support the tripartite agreement between Tanzania, 
Rwanda and the United Nations agency for refugees 
[UNHCR], the Rally for the Return and Democracy in 
Rwanda, RDR, formed early this month at (Mugunda) 
refugee camp near the eastern Zairian town of Goma, 
says it would do all it could to ensure the return of the 
refugees. 
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Most of these are members of Rwanda’s Hutu majority 
who fled a year ago in fear of being killed in revenge for 
the genocide of up to a million Tutsi and Hutu moder- 
ates by troops and militiamen. [passage omitted] 


Speaking at the signing of the tripartiie agreement in Dar 
es Salaam recently, the Rwandan minister for rehabili- 
tation and social integration, Mr. Jacques Bihozagara, 
who signed the agreement on behalf of his government, 
said the Rwandan Government, with the support of the 
international community, was committed to guarantee 
the security of the returning refugees. He said the return 
of the refugees is necessary, taking into account that the 
war-torn country cannot be rebuilt without the partici- 
pation of all Rwandan people. And the statement of the 
new party said durable peace in the central African state 
could not be achieved without the return of the refugees 
and the trial of the perpetrators of the country’s genocide 
last year. 


From these remarks by the Rwandese in exile and the 
government in Kigali, it would appear both sides have a 
common goal, working toward the return of Rwandese 
refugees. This is necessary in order to iron out their 
differences through reconciliation, and allow the law to 
take its course. These events should not be left to go as 
they are. Instead the international community should 
seize the opportunity to make them materialize by 
encouraging the warring ethnic groups to come to recon- 
ciliation terms. [passage omitted] 


Minister Uncovers Evidence of Corruption 


FEA2204175195 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1700 GMT 21 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The minister for hoine affairs, 
Honorable Ernest Nyanda, has told the police force to 
deal firmly with corruption, which he described as filth 
which had to be fought against and wiped out. The 
directive follows complaints by MP’s, who, during the 
current regular session of Parliament voiced concern 
about the increase in the amount of corruption during 
the run up to the general election. 


Honorable Nyanda also said convincing evidence had 
been produced which proved that acts of corruption had 
been carried out in the constituencies by the leaders of 
some political parties, who were vying for the presidency 
and parliamentary seats. He said that his ministry, which 
had been given the mandate to protect citizens, property 
and Tanzanians’ morals, could not sit quietly by and 
allow the nation and its morals to be discredited. 


A statement issued by Nyanda to journalists in Dodoma 
instructed the inspector-general of police, Inspector 
Harun Mahundi, to inform all police chiefs in all regions 
to search, investigate, and eventually arrest and prose- 
cute all leaders of political parties when there was 
evidence that they had been involved in these illegal 
practices, disregarding the honor and standing of their 
parties and themselves. 
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Uganda 


CITIZEN Editor Charged, Released on Bail 
AB2004224495 Paris AFP in English 1853 GMT 20 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kainpala, April 20 (AFP)—The 
editor of Uganda’s CITIZEN newspaper was finally charged 
with sedition on Thursday [20 April} after spending a week 
in police custody, but was later released on cash bail of one 
million Ugandan shillings (580 US dollars) and bonds by 
two sureties equivalent to 17,000 dollars each. 


Lawrence Kiwanuka, 27, who publishes the weekly sym- 
pathetic to the opposition Democratic Party (DP), was 
charged before Kampala magistrate Yorokamu Bam- 
wine on two counts of having published on 16 March 
seditious articles and false news aimed at instilling fear 
in the public. 


The 16 March edition published a letter purportedly 
written to President Yoweri Museveni by members of 
Uganda’s spy External Security Organisation (ESO) 
about foreigners working in the sensitive agency and also 
about Uganda’s continued interference in internal affairs 
of other neighbouring countries. 


The charges, read to Kiwanuka by prosecutor Charles 
Ogwal before the court packed with journalists and 
relatives, accused him of causing to be published and 
offering for sale a newspaper that contained seditious 
matters and false information likely to cause fear and 
alarm to the public. 


THE CITIZEN had based its story on a letter that alleged 
that the Ugandan Government trained dissidents from 
neighbouring countries such as Kenya, Sudan and Zaire 
to destabilise them, and that Uganda was directly 
involved in the recent civil war in neighbouring Rwanda 
that helped minority Tutsi-dominated Rwandan Patri- 
otic Front (RPF) to seize power in the tiny central 
African nation. 


The RPF, composed of mainly Rwandan exiles who had 
been serving Museveni’s National Resistance Army 
(NRA), absconded with their arms and attacked their 
country from Uganda in October 1990 in an effort to 
overthrow the majority Hutu regime of president 
Juvenal Habyarimana in Kigali. 


The resulting civil war culminated in the death of Habyari- 
mana and another Hutu President Cyprien Ntaryamira of 
neighbouring Burundi in a plane crash near Kigali that 
triggered the ethnic bloodbath that left between 500.000 and 
one million people dead, most of them minority Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus. Millions of others were either displaced 
internally or forced to flee into exile in neighbouring coun- 
tries by the bloodletting, which saw the RPF seize power in 
Kigali last July. Kigali had repeatedly accused Uganda of 
supporting the RPF rebels during their three-year struggle 
against the Rwandan authorities, but Kampala had strongly 
denied the charges. 
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IFP To Commemorate 27 Apr as ‘Day of 
Mourning’ 

MB2504 115495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1142 
GMT 25 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban April 25 SAPA—The 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] says it will commemorate 
April 27 as a day of mourning, not as Freedom Day 
marking Sorth Africa’s first democratic election. 


IFP XwaZulu/Natal regional organiser Mzwandile 
Sabel. said in a statement “our aim is to mourn that 
(the) April 27 elections brought darkness to our country 
as the ANC-led government 1s failing to fulfil its prom- 
ises” of houses, jobs and freedom. 


The IFP will march through Durban on Thursday to 
draw attention to the party’s demand for international 
mediation on constitutional issues such as the powers 
granted to provinces and the future of the kingdom of 
kwaZulu and its King Goodwill Zwelithini. 


Reacting to fears expressed by the African National 
Congress that the march might spark violence, the IFP 
said the protest would be peaceful “and they will only be 
disturbed if the ANC uses police and army to disturb 
us”. 


IFP leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi at a rally in Umlazi on 
Sunday called on supporters to rise up and challenge the 
government over its failure to honour the agreement on 
international mediation. 


National spokesman Dr Ziba Jiyane said the IFP would 
embark on mass action to press home the issue, but 
stressed the action would be peaceful. 


Freedom Front’s General Viljoen Interviewed 


MB2404 140495 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
24 Apr 95 p 15 


[Interview with General Constand Viljoen, leader of the 
Freedom Front, by political correspondent Patrick 
Bulger; place and date not given} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] On whether events have vindi- 
cated the Freedom Front's [FF] decision to contest last 
year’s election: 


What was the alternative? The alternative was to go for 
war or to stay out of (the election) altogether, like the 
Conservative Party which thinks that things will come 
right by themselves waiting for the country to collapse 
and then picking up the ruins and carrying on. We 
realised that such a war would have been against the 
grain of the world and against the grain of change in 
South Africa. It certainly would have been against the 
interests of our own people too. We will carry on with the 
negotiated and peaceful solution until such time as we 
see that it is completely impossible. 


On whether the FF’s participation in the election has 
achieved anything: 
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We are very happy with what we have done so far. We 
prevented a war and made it possible for this country to 
undergo some change and we didn’t abandon our con- 
Stitutional objective. We used the way in which we 
agreed in the bilateral accord of April 23 (with the ANC) 
and so far it has paid off. We had the Volkstaat [Afri- 
kaner homeland] Council instituted within days after the 
opening of Parliament. 


On the FF’s role in Parliament: 


The FF was the one party to introduce something new in 
Parliament, a new attitude which I would claim to be the 
right approach for consensus democracy—participative 
democracy. We have said we accept the change we accept 
the majority, but we as a minority are a very important 
group of people and we are ready to do our share in the 
development of South Africa. We will be very critical 
where it is necessary...but we also have the co- 
responsibility for preventing this country from total 
collapse. I think our approach in Parliament is in line 
with the blacks’ approach to ubuntu [humaneness]. 


On how the FF's participation in the election has bene- 
fited Afrikaners: 


We have succeeded in gaining for the Afrikaner a much 
more dignified position than what we had before and 
there is not only a growing respect within Parliament for 
the Afrikaner’s view, but also among the rank and file of 
the ANC and the black people. We have noticed right 
through the country an improvement in the attitude 
towards the FF and the Afrikaner in general. The Afri- 
kaner has managed in the year past to remain the 
example of responsibility. Our responsible approach has 
certainly served Mr Mandela a lot because he has more 
trouble from his own people. 


On the FF’s reading of local politics: 


I] regard the whole situation in South Africa as rather 
unstable notwithstanding the 62 percent majority of the 
ANC. There is a very sharp division between the ANC 
and IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party], and sharp divisions 
among Afrikaners. The curse in Africa to now has been 
over-indulgence in political ideologies. 


On developments in left-wing politics: 


Already we are seeing the position developing with the 
so-called radical wing of the ANC and we also see the 
PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] moving closer to the 
radical wing of the ANC and maybe we can even see 
some signs of the Black Consciousness Movement 
starting to develop. It is a sign of political instability. 


On the need for economic stability: 


In South Africa the cry should now be to go for economic 
development. We must stay clear of political ideologies 
and go for economic growth and finding something in 
Africa that will bind people together in a common 
purpose. Let us rather work together and see whether we 
can prevent the sinking of the ship. 
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On the FF’s growing <gricultural links with some bor- 
dering countn 2s: 


Our African agricultural project, although started with 
agriculture in mind is aimed at general development in 
southern Africa. We are mindful of the pitfalls and there 
are many, but if this project materialises it will be 
beneficial to every party involved. 


His assessment of President Mandela: 


I think Mr Mandela has shown some strength in han- 
dling the whole situation and he has certarnty shown the 
desire for discipline in the GNU [Government of 
National Unity] and I believe this is the direction we 
should take. 


On how the FF envisages a volkstaat becoming a reality: 


We don’t see the volkstaat as an area in which we will all 
retire to protect ourselves against the new South Africa. 
The idea is not to have a volkstsat as an exclusive 
Afrikaner area; that is unrealistic. The idea is to have 
self-determination in at least one area where we will be 
able to resettle enough Afrikaners to have a safe majority 
in that area. 


On the volkstaat’s relationship with South Africa: 


That is something we have to negotiate with the GNU. 
What is important to realise is that it will not be able toe 
be started off as a state completely sovereign and eco- 
nomically on its own with a wall built around i‘. It will be 
a rather smallish area where we will be sure the Afrikaner 
will be a majority and where Afrikaans will be the 
number one language. 


On the relationship between the FF's and IFP’s demands: 


We have a lot of common interests in this direction. As 
far as nationalism is concerned they are for Zulu nation- 
alism and we are fighting for Afrikaner nationalism. The 
IFP bases its case on federalism while we concertrate on 
the different forms of self-determination in a pluralistic 
society. 


On the FF’s relationship with the NP [National Party] 
and his assessment of F W de Klerk: 


The NP abandoned apartheid and then switched 180 
degrees... hoping that they would get enough votes to win 
the election. The complaint I have against the NP is that 
they have an anti theme, not a positive theme. We have 
a positive theme but the NP is trying to beat the ANC in 
being anti-apartheid. Mr de Klerk has a very difficult 
position being both in opposition as well as the GNU. 


His views of the GNU: 


I don’t believe in the GNU. I think it is a creation by Mr 
de Klerk himself and it’s also catching up with the NP. 
The solution is not ina GNU, it is rather within the new 
approach to democracy which I call participative democ- 
racy or consensus democracy. Mr de Klerk, with all the 
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promises he has given to the white people—those prom- 
ises have not worked out and all the checks and balances 
which they so often recorded as breakthroughs, they 
never materialised. When Mr de Klerk and his party had 
the power to negotiate something that would last, they 
negotiated a very fragile transition and that is now 
catching up with them. I don’t think the NP as a party 
can survive. 


His views on Chief Buthelezi: 


In a way he has almost been one ahead of the ANC. The 
ANC did everything they possibly could to beat Mr 
Buthelezi. They tried to beat him in the April 27 elec- 
tions. Thereafter they tried to beat him with the king and 
that didn’t work because he came back with the ama- 
khosi [chiefs], which is the trump card he played. He is a 
Christian and I don’t think he gets enough acknowledg- 
ment for the work that he has done in the past. We have 
here to do with a typical African clash of ethnic propor- 
tions between Mr Mandela and Mr Buthelezi. This is the 
problem and there is no way that we can wish ihis away. 
It is something that we will have to manage and (hope- 
fully) solve in a peaceful way. 


On his feelings on the Truth Commission: 


The Truth Commission will prove to be a disaster. As a 
matter of /act the Truth Commission might threaten all 
the positive aspects that I've mentioned. Its main objec- 
tive from the point of view of the ANC is to keep the 
anti-apartheid feeling alive. 


On the FF’s approach to local elections: 


The registration level is a clear ‘~Zication of what the 
people think of third-tier government. There has been a 
big swing to the FF away from the NP and we have goi 
a large proportion of the CP’s [Conservative Party] 
voters. But the worrying factor is the lack of enthusiasm. 
People are not interested in this election. It will only 
consolidate victory for the ANC. 


Convicted Ex-MK Member Appointed to CIS 


MB2604065895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2141 
GMT 25 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] East London April 25 SAPA— 
One of six former Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the 
Nation; ANC military wing—MK] members appointed 
to the Crime Intelligence Service (CIS) in East London 
this week is understood to have been jailed in 1986 for 
the murder of a policeman and a spate of bombings in 
the city. 


The state advocate at the time confirmed on Tuesday [25 
April] that Mr Andile Hewukile and a co-accused, Mr 
Khaya Libazi, were convicted, but it could not be 
established for how long they were jailed or when they 
were released. 


The appointment of six former MK members. some 
awaiting entry into high-ranking positions, caused ill 
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feeling among member: of East London's former secu- 
rity branch, now the CIS, who claimed the new apppoin- 
tees had no police training. 


A regional police spokesman, Col Chris Maritz, said new 
members were to undergo in-service training. 


Rwandan Envoy Appeals for Help To Build Economy 


MB2504 193995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1925 
GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg April 25 SAPA— 
Rwanda appealed to South Africa on Tuesday [25 April] 
for help in reviving its war-ravaged economy and infra- 
structure. 


South Africa should not close its eyes to the rest of Africa 
and could play a constructive role in bringing peace to 
Rwanda, Burundi and other African countries torn by 
conflict, Rwanda’s ambassador to South Africa, Dr 
Karenzi Benon, said at a news conference in Johannes- 
burg. “We don’t want troops. We want assistance that is 
going to be two-fold and...will revive our economic and 
social infrastructure,” he said. 


Rwanda needed political and physical support in helping 
to bring back a judicial system “that is transparent and 
will instill confidence in all parties concerned”. His 
government was “going all the way” to ensure that 
maintenance of law prevailed in Rwanda and human 
ights were protected. Peace in Rwanda was inevitable, 
‘) spite reports to the contrary, he said. A military 
»ourtion to the country’s problems would not be fourd, a 
political solution was needed. His country’s national 
unity government was ready to co- operate with anyone 
wanting peace, but only after “the criminals have been 
brought to book”. 


The government was making a “deliberate and conscious 
effort” to address all the issues at stake. The major 
problem was with refugees !iving in camps in Zaire. UN 
troops deployed in Kigali were “not doing much” and 
should be redeployed in refugee camps in Zaire so that 
militants living there could be disarmed and civilians 
rescued. Refugees were trickling back to Rwanda from 
Tanzania, but had stopped returning from Zaire, where 
the camps were controlled by militia and ex-soldiers, Dr 
Benon said. About 800,000 refugees had returned to 
Rwanda since the end of the war in July. The internal 
refugee problem was under control and there were no 
longer refugee camps inside Rwanda. 
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Mandela Says No Plans To Cut Ties With 
Taiwan 

MB240 (153795 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 1500 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela says 
South Africa has no intention of cutting ties with Taiwan 
in favor of China. Addressing foreign correspondents in 
Johannesburg, President Mandela said the People’s 
Republic of China had given the ANC tremendous 
support over the years but South Africa had diplomatic 
relations with Taiwan and had no plans to cancel them. 
His government, he said, did not draw any distinction 
between the two Chinas. Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo 
said on a visit to Tokyo in January that he expected 
South Africa and China to establish formal relations this 
year. 


Boesak Reportedly Named Ambassador to Lisbon 


MB2504 164395 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio in 
English 1500 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Diplomatic sources in Brusse!s 
say that South Africa has informed Portugal of its 
intention to appoint Dr. Allan Boesak as ambassador to 
Lisbon. The Portuguese Government has turned down 
South Africa’s previous candidate for the post, Mr. Tom 
Langley of the Freedom Front, because Lisbon was 
afraid that he would be perceived as right-wing. South 
African President Nelson Mandela said yesterday that 
Dr. Boesak deserved a high diplomatic post. The South 
African Government report at the weekend cleared Dr. 
Boesak of misappropriating Scandinavian aid funds. 


President’s Office Denies Appointment 


MB2604092395 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 0900 GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela's 
office has denied reports that former church leader Dr. 
Allan Boesak, cleared by an in-house inquiry of fraud 
and corruption, is to be appointed South African ambas- 
sador to Portugal. 


The office was reacting to reports, quoting European 
Union sources in Brussels, that Pretoria officials had 
approached the Portuguese Government to form them 
of the intention to appoint Dr. Boesak to Lisbon. 


A foreign affairs spokesman said the report was untrue, 
and that there were no plans to give Dr. Boesak a foreign 


posting. 
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Angola 


Republic Council Holds Meeting on Peace Process 


MB2504200895 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} The Angolan peace process is 
progressing smoothly. That was the conclusion of the 
Council of the Republic after a six-hour meeting at 
Futungo de Belas Palace in Luanda. The Council of the 
Republic’s meeting centered on the expected meeting 
between President Jose Eduardo dos Santos and Jonas 
Savimbi, leader of the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola. Our correspondent Pedro 
Manuel has more details: 


The Cou.cil of the Republic held a six-hour meeting © 
examine the Angolan peace process. The main topic v. 
the meeting between President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
and Jonas Savimbi. Faustino Muteka and Higino Car- 
neiro [minister and deputy :ninister without portfolio] 
were at Futungo de Beles to brief Council of the 
Republic members on the peace process’ development. 
Also present to brief the members was a senior Angolan 
Armed Forces General Staff officer. 


After the briefing, Council of the Republic members 
expressed their views. The aim was to advise President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos on future moves. 


At the meeting’s end, meeting spokesman Dr. Domingos 
Calolo said the Council of the Republic concluded that 
the peace process was progressing smoothly. Domingos 
Calolo said a meeting between Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
and Jonas Savimbi will be held sooner or later: 


[Begin recording] [Calolo] What is most important is not 
the venue or the date. What is important is that there is 
a firm commitment that the meeting will take place. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Soon? 
[Calolo] More or less. [end recording] 


Another issue receiving the Council of the Republic’s 
attention is the holding of an expanded meeting 
involving all parties to examine the peace process. The 
meeting's main agenda will be national reconciliation. 
Domingos Calolo said this issue was not submitted for 
discussion. He said the meeting still is being prepared 
and will take place sooner or later: 


[Begin Calolo recording] The meeting on peace and 
national reconciliation will take place soon but in dif- 
ferent conditions. We should therefore wait for that time 
to come. [end recording! 


UNITA Reports Peace Violations by Government 
MB2604 133095 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 26 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Government troops led by Gen- 
eral Joao de Matos have been violating the Lusaka 
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Protocol at a time when a meeting between Dr. Jonas 
Malheiro Savimbi, president of the National U >ion for 
the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA], and Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos is scheduled to take place. UNITA 
General Staff sources reported on 26 April that the 
Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] 332d Battalion took 
Malanje Province’s Camachalala Commune by storm on 
16 April. FAA intends to recapture Camassoco in the 
same province. 


On 20 April, FAA units captured Cerca Commune, 
northeast of N’dalatando and 25 km from Gulungo Alto. 


In Lunda Norte on 22 April, FAA forces raided 
Fernandes Ward in Cafunfo region, killing six people 
wounding 13 others. The raid lasted 60 minutes. 


ir Cabinda Province, there have been reports of major 
r ovements by government troops, including offensive 
‘aneuvers and airspace violations. Our correspondent 
in the province reports that a Soviet-made helicopter left 
Belize and overflew the UNITA-controlled (Cuilo) mili- 
tary region and Miconje at 1245 [no date as heard]. 


Sweden Signs Coopeiation Agreement for 1995-99 


MB2504140195 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 24 Apr 95 


{BIS Translated Text] Angola and Sweden signed 1 
cooperation agreement in Luanda this afternoon. The 
agreement stipulates terms and general conditions of 
cooperation beiween Angola and Sweden for the four- 
year period 1995-99. State Secretary for Cooperation 
Johny Eduardo Pinok signed for Angola, while Swedish 
Ambassador to Angola Andersson Molander signed for 
his country. 


[Begin Molander recording] The agreement only stipu- 
lates terms of cooperation. It does not represent new 
projects. [end recording] 


Botswana 


Foreign Minister Discusses Ties With North Korea 


MB2404180795 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 1610 GMT 24 Apr 9 


[FBIS Transcribed Textj Bilateral relations between 
Botswana and North Korea are said to have been con- 
fined to the political sphere, and not much has been done 
in the fields of trade and investment. 


This was said by the minisier of foreign affairs, Lieu- 
tenant General Mompati Merafhe, this afternoon at a 
luncheon held in honor of the North Korean ambassador 
to Botswana, Mr. Kim Y.on-sun. Gen. Merafhe said he 
hoped something will be done to encourage bilateral 
trade between he twe countries. He said the Govern- 
ment of Botswana, in its belief that the private sector is 
its (?engine) abroad, has embarked on efforts to attract 
foreign investments. 
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Turning to regional issues, Gen. Merafhe said Mr. Kim’s 
{as heard] tour of duty coincides with a period of relative 
peace and tranquility in the region, adding that multi- 
party democracy is now a norm in the subcontinent. 


Zambia 


President Receives Angolan Special Envoy Lima 


MB2504 184495 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 25 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] A special envoy from Angola 
today met President Frederick Chiluba in Lusaka with a 
message from Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos San- 
tos. Ambassador Victor Lima, special adviser to Presi- 
dent Dos Santos on diplomatic affairs, was immediately 
assured of Zambia’s willingness toward the peace process 
in Angola. Mr. Chiluba told the envoy that it was not 
easy for President Dos Santos to uphold clauses of the 
Lusaka Peace Protocol [words indistinct] was happy that 
the progress made so far is halting fighting in that 
country. Though the contents of the message from Pres- 
ident Dos Santos were not made public, further talks 
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between the Angolan Government and Jonas Savimbi 
are expected to take place in Lusaka soon. 


Dos Santos-Savimbi Talks Set for 5 May 


MB2504 194295 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 1910 GMT 25 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos of Angola and UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] leader Dr. Jonas Savimbi 
will meet in the Zambian capital Lusaka next week on 5 
May. A Zambian Government source told reporters in 
Lusaka today that the date for the meeting has been 
confirmed and arrivals are expected from 3 May. The 
source further said the date was confirmed in talks held 
in Lusaka today by the Zambian president, Mr. Fred- 
erick Chiluba, and Angolan Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mr. Victor Lima. Earlier dates proposed by the UN have 
proved unsuitable for both sides. The Zambian Govern- 
ment source said the talks would be held at President 
Chiluba’s official residence. The UN plans to send the 
firsi of about 7,000 peacekeeping troops next month 
although some logistical units are already on the ground 
in Angola. 
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Benin 


Six Cabinet Ministers Resign; Public Not Informed 


AB2504220095 Libreville Africa No. | in French 1830 
GMT 25 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transiated Text] While the Beninese await the 
new date for the parliamentary by-elections following the 
annulment of election results in two constituencies, the 
new Beninese National Assembly has just postponed the 
date for the election of its executive committee mem- 
bers. Meanwhile, six cabinet ministers announced their 
resignation in Porto-Novo today. Ange-Herman Niani in 
Cotonou has the details. 


[Begin Niani recording] New National Assembly execu- 
tive committee members will now be elected on 5 May. 
The only condition is that the Constitutional Court 
should lay down the regulations to be followed by the 
oldest deputy, who is temporarily heading the National 
Assembly, since the Constitutional Court declared that 
certain internal regulations on the election and function 
of executive committee members do not comply with 
constitutional provisions. There was a long debate on the 
{word indistinct] of the resignation of six cabinet minis- 
ters who have been elected deputies, including Defense 
Minister Desire Vieyra and Interior Minister Antoine 
Gbegan. This is in compliance with the Constitution, 
which forbids officials to hold both parliamentary and 
ministerial positions at the same time. 


The opposition deputies, surprised by the ministers’ 
decision, wanted further details on this. They have been 
speculating rightly or wrongly on the ulterior motive 
behind the decision despite Government Spokesman 
Theodore Holo’s reassurances. What is more, the minis- 
ters’ resignation has not been made public. All this shows 
that a passionate debate in content and form lies ahead, 
and that the second legislative term will be just as lively 
as the first one. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Constitutional Conference Adopts Amendments 


AB2504161995 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1500 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Constitutional 
Conference today adopted the draft constitution after 
confirming the amendments of the draft which Colonel 
(Olukoya) of the Lagos State moved the motion for the 
adoption. He was supported by (Chief Rimi Christo- 
pher) of Kwara State. The conference also cancelled its 
earlier resolution setting | January 196 as the terminal 
date for the handing over to a civilian government. 


Conference Debates Civilian Rule Date 


AB2504191995 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 
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(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Nigerian Constitutional 
Conference has performed something of a U-turn today 
over the fixing a date for the military to hand over to 
civilian rule. Nearly a third of conference delegates were 
appointed by the government and in December they 
recommended the deadline of | January next year for 
General Sani Abacha and the Military Council to step 
down. But it seems a major rethink’s been going on 
during the two-week break in the conference which has 
just ended and the motion has now been passed 
amending the original decision. On the line to Abuja, 
Ragi Omar asked our reporter, Omar Farak Musa, 
what’s been decided: 


[Begin recording] [Musa] The Constitutional Conference 
has now decided that the military in Nigeria should 
prepare a suitable political program for itself at is own 
convenience. Some delegates when they came out, who 
are not happy with the decision, they said now the 
military could decide to stay until the year 2000. 


[Omar] And, I mean, was this taken on votes of all the 
delegates of the Constitutional Conference? 


[Musa] There was no vote at all. Even when the delegates 
clearly asked the chairman of the conference, Justice 
Karibi-Whyte, when they called for division, he ignored 
it. He said that all decisions should be resolved by 
consensus and this one actually... [pauses] what hap- 
pened was that none of those who are against the 
decision were allowed to speak at the conference. Only 
those who are in support of the motion were allowed to 
speak. Some of them clearly alleged that the chairman 
knows the people who are in support of that motion and 
he only allowed them to speak. 


[Omar] But I mean wasn’t any kind of votes or any kind 
of showing of hands taken in order to pass this motion or 
was it just passed through by the chairman of the 
conference, Chairman Karibi-Whyte? 


[Musa] From the gallery, we could see almost everybody 
and everything that happens in the Constitu!*~nal Con- 
ference and we saw clearly that there are a lot of 
delegates who wanted to speak but they were not given 
the chance by the chairman. 


[Omar] And were any reasons given why this particular 
motion was tabled at this particular time? 


[Musa] Yes, they said that the military in Nigeria should 
have enough time to consider and study the draft con- 
stitution and come out with a report and that there is 
need for the military also to create new states and local 
governments and also implement the recommendations 
of the conference on revenue allocation and power 
sharing and political character. 


[Omar] But all of these reasons, as they are saying, is why 
the military need to stay in power longer that January 
1996, this whole list of things they have to do? 
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[Musa] Well, actually, many Nigerians are not convinced 
that this are any genuine reasons because the regime of 
General Ibrahim Babangida created states and local 
governments and also conducted elections in them just 
within three months and some other, you know, recom- 
mendations could be implemented by a civil govern- 
ment, any way. [end recording] 


Further on Conference Resolutions 


AB2504215295 Lagos N1A Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 25 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Constitutional 
Conference today resolved that the terminal date of | 
January 1996 for the Federal Military Government to 
hand over to a democratically elected government as 
previously decided is no longer feasible. Correspondent 
Abu Bakar Ibrahim reports that the conference has now 
asked the Federal Government to prepare and draw up 
an appropriate and feasible political program and time- 
table to accommodate specific assignments spelled out 
by the conference. 


[Begin recording] [Ibrahim] Proposing the motion spon- 
sored by 37 delegates, Chief Tony Anenih from Edo 
State informed the conference that it is no longer prac- 
ticable for the Federal Government to execute some 
decisions of the conference before | January 1996. 


{[Anenih] And whereas this conference has, in its pre- 
vious resolutions and deliberations, recommended to the 
Federal Military Government and its agencies to carry 
out and execute the following specific assignments 
before handing over to a democratically elected civilian 
government: consideration, study, and adoption of the 
draft constitution and the report of the recommendation 
of conference by PRC [Provisional Ruling Council]; 
creation of states and local government areas; impiemen- 
tation of conference recommendations on revenue allo- 
cation; implementation of conference recommendations 
on power sharing on federal character; decentralization 
of Federal Ministries of Agriculture and Education to 
states and sharing of their assets and liabilities; decen- 
tralization of federal universities and other higher insti- 
tutions to their (?pertinent) areas and sharing of their 
assets and liabilities; and total lifting of ban on politics 
and formation of political parties. 


[Ibrahim] Chief Anenih’s motion was seconded by Chief 
J.O. Shittu from Kwara State. When the matter was put 
to a debate, Senator Ali Sheli from Borno State, who 
supported the motion said delegates should not be sen- 
timental about it. 


[Sheli] We are not unmindful of the period stipulated to 
us, but the fact is that because of the one reason or the 
others. [sentence as heard] Even when our members of 
the drafting committee are working till six o’clock in the 
evening, we have not finished our job up to this moment. 
I believe it is only right for us to take the right decision 
at this period in time. We knew that the time we gave for 
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the exit of this military is not realistic, not because we 
wanted the military to stay in power permanently, but it 
is because the country needed the best of our work at this 
time. The country needed peace. 


[Ibrahim] Dr. Joshuah Ogonaya from Abia State, who 
also spoke in favor of the motion, remarked that the 
military should be given a period of between 18 to 24 
months to execute conference decisions. Mr. Barnabas 
Bala from Kaduna State, however, drew the attention of 
the conference to the fact that it would be improper for 
the conference ot to fix a terminal date. 


[Bala] But the second part which says that the military 
should take its time, implement our resolutions, and 
more or less wind up military rule at any point in time is 
what I reject. 


(Ibrahim] Earlier on, the conference had adopted the 
amendment to Volume | of the draft constitution, and it 
is expected to continue with Volume 2 tomorrow. [end 
recording] 


European Union, U.S. Withdraw From Gas 
Projects 

AB2504094895 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1830 
GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The United States and the Euro- 
pean Union announced today that they have halted their 
natural gas exploitation projects in Nigeria. With this 
decision, a package of 2,000 billion CFA francs has 
slipped through the fingers of the Abuja authorities. 
Tunde Fatunde has the details: 


[Begin Fatunde recording] According to a source close to 
the presidency in Abuja, Nigeria’s political capital, Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton’s Administration has banned an Amer- 
ican bank, the American EXIM Bank, from providing 
financial assistance to the liquefied natural gas project in 
(Binima), in southwestern Nigeria. The bank’s financial 
aid amounted to nearly $2 billion. According to the same 
source, donors from Western Europe and Japan, who 
should have given another aid package of $2 billion. are 
following the American example. The withdrawal of 
financial assistance means there will be some delay in the 
project, which should have begun in three months’ time, 
ended in 1999, and exported natural gas to Western 
Europe. 


The same source indicates that the United States and 
other donors are gradually withdrawing from the Nige- 
rian economic and financial scene for three main rea- 
sons: First, the Nigerian military regime wants to remain 
in power for as long as possible; second, foreign investors 
are dissuaded from investing due to corruption and lack 
of transparency; third, the West still considers Nigeria as 
a turning point for drug traffickers. Finally, it must be 
pointed out that an important Nigerian delegation has 
left Lagos for the United States to persuade the World 
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Bank, the IMF, and the White House to continue pro- 
viding financial and technical assistance to Nigeria. [end 
recording] 


Minister Denies Reports of Imminent Fuel 
Shortage 


AB2504220595 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of petroleum 
resources, Chief Dan Etete, has described a recent pub- 
lication on expected fuel scarcity as a deliberate and 
wicked design to cause hardship for Nigerians. Chief 
Etete said this today in Abuja at a news briefing with 
State House correspondents. Here is Ema Okondo: 


[Begin recording] [Okondo] Petroleum Resources Min- 
ister Chief Dan Etete was referring to yesterday's publi- 
cation by a daily which speculated an acute shortage of 
fuel on the grounds that coastal tanker owners have 
threatened to withdraw their services due to nonpay- 
ment of charter fees. He denied the allegation, saying a 
delegation of the tanker operators visited him recently to 
pledge their support to the oil industry, the administra- 
tion, as well as their determination to remain in busi- 
ness, adding that the payment of four months arrears to 
them has been approved. Chief Etete said the publica- 
tion was a handiwork of mischief makers and warned of 
the consequences of their action: 


[Etete] Anybody who attempts to create a problem in this 
administration should know that he is undoing himself 
because we are all Nigerians. 


{Okondo] The minister also announced that the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation has been instructed to 
pay out 600 million naira to road tanker owners, other- 
wise referred to as bridgers. He also spoke on the 
availability of fuel in the country. 


[Etete] We have sufficient fuel in this country that is 
capable of carrying this country for the next three to six 
months. As a matter of fact, Port Harcourt refinery is 
overproducing. 


[Okondo] Chief Etete also said that the construction of 
the National Pipeline Networking System to link refin- 
eries and oil depots has been completed, awaiting fin- 
ishing touches for its commissioning. [end recording} 


Government To Develop Oil-Producing 
Communities 


AB2504 183895 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1500 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government has 
restated its commitment toward the development of 
oil-producing communities and to create a conducive 
atmosphere for oil prospecting companies. The minister 
of petroleum resources, Chief Dan Etete, stated this in 
Lagos when a delegation of the Ijaw National Congress 
paid him a courtesy visit. He stated that it was the 
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resolve of government to (?look for ways) for develop- 
ment and peaceful coexistence between the oil pros- 
pecting companies and their host communities. 


The minister stressed the need for dialogue and harmo- 
nious relationships between the oil companies and their 
communities for meaningful development in the oil- 
producing areas. Chief Etete stated that a meeting of 
oil-producing companies would take place next week to 
discuss how to avoid constant clashes between the oil 
communities and the companies. Earlier, the leader of 
the delegation, Mr. Joshua Akumodo, had stressed the 
need for the provision of basic amenities for the ljaw 
community. 


Minister Reassures Creditors; Makes Appeal 


AB2604094595 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Finance Minister Chief 
Anthony Ani has assured Nigeria’s creditors that the 
country will not shirk its responsibility of redeeming its 
external debts. He has, however, appealed to such cred- 
itors to understand Nigeria’s present situation, cooperate 
with and assist the administration to make the redemp- 
tion of the debts easier and quicker: 


[Begin Ani recording] (?If) we are able to get an agree- 
ment with our creditors, as is done for Ivory Coast [Cote 
d'Ivoire] and others where you have got a situation, you 
have got a debt moratorium of say, three to five years, 
then you have got about 75 years, even 30 years, to repay 
you debts; and if we are able to successfully discuss the 
question of waivers of interest and fines and just get our 
debts in place, and we are told to pay back in 35 to 70 
years, I will have no problem revamping the economy 
and getting to a 7-percent growth, because the amount of 
money I will.... [pauses] Instead of my paying $2 billion 
a year for debt servicing, I may be paying about $300 and 
something million, and if we are able to articulate our 
industrial policy, agricultural policy, and solid minerals 
policy and get this properly developed within the next 
three to four to five years, I think we should be able to 
have a sustainable growth of about 6-7 percent. [end 
recording] 


Abacha, Traditional Rulers Discuss Stability 


AB2604060795 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of state, General Sani 
Abacha, said in Abuja today that the efforts of the 
administration to bring about lasting peace and stability 
should be appreciated in the context of sad develop- 
ments in other parts of Africa. The head of state was 
responding to a solidarity message presented by a dele- 
gation of traditional rulers from the seven states of the 
eastern part of the country. State House correspondent, 
Ema Okondo has more: 
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[Begin recording] [Okondo] The delegation made up of 
traditional rulers from Imo, Abia, Anambra, Enugu, 
Cross River, Rivers, and Akwa Ibom States, was led by 
the chairman of the Rivers State Council of Traditional 
Rulers and the eze ogba [traditional title] of Ogbaland, 
His Royal Highness C.N. Obiyi II. In the message, the 
eze ogba said they received the report of the recent coup 
attempt with deep shock and disbelief because it came at 
a time the Federal Government had taken appropriate 
measures to douse hostility in the land as well as creating 
forward-looking strategies for Nigerians. Citing the pos- 
itive steps taken by the Constitutional Conference, the 
1995 budget, as well as the victory recorded against 
alleged human rights violations by some Western coun- 
tries, he said they, as fathers of communities, could not 
stand aloof from the actions of forces of destabilization 
and retrogression against the nation. Oba Obi [tradi- 
tional title] declared that it was best for Nigerians to 
build a stable polity by shunning all forms of acrimony 
and work towards unity and economic development. 


[Oba] This we can do by allowing the current democra- 
tization process to crystallize so that we can in no distant 
time achieve a desirable social change on the form of 
building a virile political superstructure hinged on a 
solid economic substructure for our people. This, we 
believe, is the challenge of nation building. 


[Okondo] Responding, the head of state thanked the 
delegation and people of the seven states for their show 
of solidarity, saying it is a sign of understanding and 
appreciation of the administration’s efforts to bring 
about peace, stability, and security. Gen. Abacha said 
the current roundtable discussions by Nigerians as 
people of one family, as represented by the Constitu- 
tional Conference, should be respected in the light of 
what obtains in some troubled spots in the world where 
lack of understanding and communication has con- 
tinued to create hardship for the people. Recalling the 
nation’s last civil crisis and the attendant sad memories, 
Gen. Abacha urged selfish and mischievous Nigerians 
who connive with foreign interests to desist from those 
acts capable of drawing back the hands of progress. He 
says more: 


[Abacha] Some of the problems we have, some of the 
weaknesses we have—exploiting it, it could be ethnic, it 
could be sectional, it could be tribal, it could be religious 
and these are the things that people outside, people who 
don’t wish us well, they try as much as possible to exploit 
so that they can divide us, so that they can come and take 
our resources; they can steal our resources. 
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[Okondo] The head of state also appealed to traditional 
rulers to continue to enlighten their subjects and Afri- 
cans in the diaspora of the necessity of allowing Africans 
to improve on their relative but proud achievements 
after which they prayed to God for his wisdom and 
patience to enable Nigerians to live as a people. [sen- 
tence as heard] [end recording] 


Journalist: Abacha Heads ‘Worst Military Regime’ 


AU2604 104495 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
26 Apr 95 p 3 


[APA report: “The Worst Military Regime in the World”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Vienna—The situation of the people 
under the military dictatorship in Nigeria is worse than in 
Rwanda or Somalia, Nigerian journalist Niyi Oniororo, who 
lives in exile, stated at a news conference organized by the 
International Press Institute (IPI) in Vienna on 25 April. 


This oppression is no longer an internal affair. The 
United Nations should impose sanctions against the 
regime and, if necessary, intervene to disarm the mili- 
tary, Oniororo demanded. The rule of military dictator 
General Sani Abacha is “the worst military regime that 
one can imagine in the modern world.” It has to be 
feared that democratically elected President Moshod 
Abiola will die in prison, he said. 


African-Americans Unaware of Continent’s Problems 


AB2604113395 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 0900 
GMT 26 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria has asked African- 
Americans to understand the problems of the African 
continent to enable them appreciate her developmental 
efforts. The head of state, General Sani Abacha, gave 
that advice yesterday in Abuja, when he received the 
delegation of traditional rulers from the seven eastern 
states. (7Reacting to) the campaign against Nigeria by 
African-American organizations, Gen. Abacha noted 
that it was clear such organizations did not understand 
or appreciate the problems confronting the African con- 
tinent. The head of state talked of the need for black 
Americans to visit Africa to understand the culture and 
values of her people. 


General Abacha called for continued peace and stability 
in the country to enable the government move the nation 
forward. He appealed to Nigerians to show under- 
standing with the current problems in the country and 
collectively find solutions to them. 


Earlier, the leader of the traditional rulers, the Obi of 
Obaland, Eze Chukwumeli has pledged the support of 
the seven eastern states to the Federal Government. 
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